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Creator chose not to use Archive warnings, AO3, broadening participation, fan
fiction, online communities, open source, meta, ACAFANDOM, no really this stuff is

awesome

The origin story of AO3 with stories about grassroots development, openness,
policy, and general awesomeness

Language: English Words: 10,031 Chapters: 1 Comments: 2,018
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An Archive Of One's Own

**NEW ETA**. we're going to take a stab at putting this together. For

» Recent Entries more information and discussion, please join and/or watch ‘s'otw_news.
« Archive

» Friends

« Profile

APRIL 2016 ETA: If you are coming to the conversation late, {4 xenacryst has helpfully collected up

a bunch of links to a subset of noteworthy discussion threads, over here!

S M T W T

3 4 5 6 7 8
10 11 12 13 14 15

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 First, why fanfic is not illegal and why YOU should stop saying that it is even if you don't

agree, by 1) cesperanza. Please read it.
LINKS ’

That said, the people behind fanlib (talked about many places, see .. astridv here)

[
o 2N

« 203

. fanfic don't actually care about fanfic, the fanfic community, or anything except making money
vids off content created entirely by other people and getting media attention. They don't have

. _}[U,eﬁde a single fanfic reader or writer on their board; they don't even have a single woman on

their board. They're creating a lawsuit-bait site while being bad potential defendants,

TAGS and they deserve to be chased out being pelted with rocks.

« - about this journal - But even if they were, which I doubt is going to happen, because hey, they have people
. 24 and money, we're still left with this problem: we are sitting quietly by the fireside,

» adam lambert creating piles and piles of content around us, and other people are going to look at that
+ 2gents of shield and see an opportunity. And they are going to end up creating the front doors that new
* american idol fanfic writers walk through, unless we stand up and build our OWN front door.

« american revolution rpf

@cfiesler




| | know we have project managers in this
community — and coders and designers —
can’t we do this? Seriously — we can come
up with a site that would be miles better

| and more attractive to fanfic writers/
readers than anything else out there, guys,
because we actually USE this stuff.

| We need a central archive of our own.
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%Archive of Our Own > Log In

Fandoms Browse Search About Search
Find your favorites A fan-created, fan-run, non-profit, non-
HiNLrangams bt commercial archive for transformative fanworks,
» Books & Literature » Cartoons & Comics & : 3 3
retemgloha like fanfiction, fanart, fan videos, and podfic

S S o more than 28550 fandoms | 1510000 users | 3886000 works
» Celebrities ea » Movies
People The Archive of Our Own is a project of the Organization for Transformative Works.

» Music & Bands

With an AO3 account, you can:
» Other Media » Theater
» Share your own fanworks

» TV Shows » Video Games « Get notified when your favorite works, series, or users update
» Uncategorized Fandoms * Participate in challenges
» Keep track of works you've visited and works you want to check out later

News All News You can join by getting an invitation from our automated invite queue. All fans and
fanworks are welcome!

AO3, GDPR and You
Published: Thu 24 May 2018 12:11PM EDT Comments: 71 Get Invited!

You may have heard that the European Union's new

regulation on data protection, the General Data

Protection Regulation (GDPR), is coming into effect on

May 25. It has effects on sites and organizations all Tweets
around the world, including Archive of Our Own.

Read more... OTW Tweets o
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more than 28550 fandoms | 1510000 users | 3886000 works
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Fandoms

Anime & Manga Books & Literature
Shingeki no Kyojin | Attack on Titan (28395) Harry Potter - J. K. Rowling (94507)
Haikyuu!! (19749) Sherlock Holmes & Related Fandoms (90103)
Hetalia: Axis Powers (18257) TOLKIEN J. R. R. - Works & Related Fandoms (37236)
Naruto (16176) Doctor Who (36952)
Kuroko no Basuke | Kuroko's Basketball (13498) Arthurian Mythology & Related Fandoms (26207)
All Anime & Manga... All Books & Literature...

Cartoons & Comics & Graphic Novels Celebrities & Real People
Marvel (171366) Real Person Fiction (114248)
The Avengers - Ambiguous Fardom (79608) Actor RPF (38934)
The Avengers (Marvel) - All Media Types (77359) Video Blogging RPF (33282)
DCU (50868) Bandom (28965)
Homestuck (38761) Internet Personalities (27760)

All Cartoons & Comics & Graphic Novels... All Celebrities & Real People...
Movies Music & Bands
Marvel (171366) One Direction (Band) (46751)
Marvel (Movies) (147858) K-pop (29636)
Marvel Cinematic Universe (130521) Bandom (28965)
Harry Potter - J. K. Rowling (94507) Music RPF (27488)
The Avengers - Ambiguous Fardom (79608) Rock Music RPF (23444)

@cfiesler




_\ Scandal On Brookline Street by HalfshellVenus for lauragy

24 Dec 2010
| Academic Institutions (Anthropomorphic)

No Archive Warnings Apply, Harvard/MIT, Harvard University - Character, Massachusetts Institute of Technology - Character, Yuletide
Madness, Anthropomorphic

Prestige alone cannat conquer the beast that is envy.

Language: English Words: 641 Chapters: 1/1 Collections: 1 Comments: 28 Kudos: 48 Bookmarks: 7 Hits: 1071
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JULY 1,2015

Are you a fan fiction writer who uses
Archlve of Our Own?

pipeline-gt:

We are seeking participants in a research study about online creative
activity and communities of creators. We are espacially interested in
people who have used multiple sites over time (e.g., Tumblr,
Livejournal, AD3). We want to learn more about how you use AO3 anc
these other fan fiction spaces, and how the site design impacts the ways
that you share and interact online.

We are offering compensation in the form of a $6 Amazon gift card for ARy 4
study participants! |

If you have any

other questions

——— 28 participants

casey fiesler@g;

porcoesnrd > O developers/designers

places through the y

(via pipeline-gt-deacti = > 5 Staffe I — U S e rS
wit el => 17 USers
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Empowerment

Inclusivity & Openness

Preservation
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Archive by pecple who share tastes/ineests
Friends * Okay to remix7 - zllow pcstess te flag thei” fic as remixable or off-lmits according to
Profile their comfart levels; “han generate Trequent remix chal'enges using whatevar's
remixable in a fandom, theme, tag, etc.
APRIL 2016 ETA: I you are coming to Lhe cor * Lots of Insta-challenges In general - <eep peodle comirg to the site and expicring,
R . ~ o L net ust sticking things in ar archive, by using community data tn identi®y good
a bunch of links to a subset of Nol lenye ideas, underappreciated “andurms, or whatzver else car be rm ned.
S M T W T F S
4 o * AN APL
3 4 B r:ﬁ 7 t.- ‘)‘ * & pony.
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 923 Pastez on Nay. 17th, 2007 05:15 pm (UTC) | Lok | Theeaz | Reol
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 First, why fanfic is not illegal and
aqgree, by 4 cesperanza. Please These are all AWESOME. [ luve the okay-to-remix flag! And YES YES
LINKS 10 the API -- et people tuild whatevar clignts thay wan:!
. That said, the people behind fanli . astolat
Far don't actually care about fanfic, ti Posted on May. 17th, 2007 £6:22 am (UTC] | Link | Perent | Thrua: | Ruply)
e off content created entirely by oti
— ) ) ) ) (re st ] - ﬂrhlnmmilnm = Postexl o May. 17th, 2007 O7:%2 ju (UTE) | Bxivix
vuletide a single fanfic reader or writer on
their board. They're creating a lay (ra subject] - pun - Postad ar May. 17th, 2007 04:46 pr (UTE) | Zxoanc
TAGS and they deserve to be chased ol 4
{no <utfipect) - kgghkk = Posted ar May. 17th, 2007 10:57 pm (UTE) | Zxoone
about this journal But even if they were, which I dol {ni0 subioct) - Lk ludiabell - Postad or May. 17th, 2007 11:52 pm (UTC) | Zxoan]
24 and money, we're still left with th -
. . . . frQ SUDIACE] - e Biri-Sieiwaly - Pocted on Moy, 22nd, 2007 03:29 pm (UTC) | Zxoanc
adam lambert creating plies ana ples or conte nt
agents of shield and see an opportunity. And they 12 *or Jutomated rec Iits 2,0 anc turing featuras of - b trascencenza - Pastez on Nay.
: T 12:40 a1 (UTC) | Ax:
american idol fanfic writers walk through, unles ik
american revolution rpf X
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“We need our own site. We need to put
up our own front page that basically
says, ‘This is the fannish community,
and this is for us, by us, and we
support everyone.”” - Naomi

BN e - o —  — a —

“How are we going to get enough
| people to not just build this thing,
| but maintain it? ... We’re going to
| have to grow our own.” - Naomi

@cfiesler



“The changes on other websites come from
companies not listening and just being

| like, ‘We think this would be better’... Then
those changes are really annoying. AO3

| doesn’t have that problem because it’s

| user-driven.” - Kirsten (user)

AL AR T rTRA TR rS YV allal sl B ala Yl 1
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Empowerment

>%Archive of Our Own %« Log In

Fandoms Browse Search About Search

About the OTW

The Organization for Transfarmative Works (OTW) is a nonprofit organization, established by fans
in 2007, to serve the interests of fans by providing access to and preserving the history of

fanworks and fan culture in its myriad forms. We believe that fanworks are transformative and that
transformative warks are legitimate.

We are proactive and innovative in protecting and defending our wark from commercial
exploitation and legal challenge. We preserve our fannish economy, values, and creative

expression by protecting and nurturing our fellow fans, our work, our commentary, our history,
and our identity while providing the broadest possible access to fannish activity for all fans.

The Archive of Our Own offers a noncommercial and nonprofit central hosting place for fanworks
using open-source archiving software.

@cfiesler




Empowerment

Terms of Service

The Archive of Our Own is a place for fanworks, including fan fiction based
on books, TV, movies, comics, other media, and real-person fiction (RPF).

What We Believe

1

Our goal is maximum inclusiveness (refer to the ToS FAQ) of content. Our software is open-source and available for others to use if they
wish to implement the code ealsewhere.

We have legal resources and alliances on which we can draw. However, that is not a guarantee that the organization can or will fight each

battle. The Board will take into account a variety of factors, both legal and otherwise, in responding to a legal challenge. Further
information is available on the QTW site.

@cfiesler




Empowerment

I. Offensive Content Policy

Content to which you are exposed on or because of the Service.

Unless it violates some other policy, we will not remove Content for offensiveness, no
matter how awful, repugnant, or badly spelled we may personally find that Content to be.

@cfiesler




Empowerment

Eto—] How Harry Became an Avenger by molmemahon 16 Jan 2013
n .f.ism'...1..’_9t.t.9.!:..:..{-...1.§.:...139}?71.1'._115, The Avengers (2012), Iron Man (Movies)

Graphic Depictions Of Violence, Jane Foster/Thor, Hermione Granger/Ron Weasley, Harry Potter,
Hermione Granger, Ron Weasley, Tony Stark, Thor(Marvel) Cllnt Barton, Phil Coulson, Pepper Potts, Loki
(Marvel), Natasha Romanov, Sif (Marvel), James "Rhodey” Rhodes, Bruce Banner, Nick Fury, Jane Foster
(Marvel), Crossover, Hurt/Comfort, Master of Death Harry

After the war, Harry is working as a healer. He's been working in St.Mungo's for 7 years now and needs a
change of scenery. The place/choice he picks has some pretty interesting consequences and some intriguing
neighbors.

Part 1 of Harry Potter and the Avengers

Language: English Words: 19,309 Chapters: 11/11 Comments: 51 Kudos: 1345 Bookmarks: 161
Hits: 59536
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Empowerment

§ M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

vuletide

TAGS

about this journal
24

adam lambert

aqents of shigld

american idol

american revolution rpf
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* An APL
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First, why fanfic is not illegal and why

aqree, by . cesperanza. Please rea|

That said, the people behind fanlib (t3
don't actually care about fanfic, the fg
off content created entirely by other
a single fanfic reader or writer on thel
their board. They're creating a lawsuil
and they deserve to be chased out be

But even if they were, which I doubt |
and money, we're still left with this pi
creating piles and piles of content arg
and see an opportunity. And they are

fanfic writers walk through, uniess w¢

Pasted on Nay. 12th, 2007 03:13 pm [UTC)

These are all AVWESOME. [ luve the ukay-to-remix flag! And YES YES
0 tha APL -- et paople Luild whatevar clients thay want!
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Empowerment

URL
For a work in the Archive, only the URL is required.
Title
Author
Language @ w2

This is a translation @

Summary:
1981. Sirius attends a cricket match that Remus suspects will be incredibly dull. But when the Dark Mark appears nver the |
Kirkstall Lane End, things begin to heat up...

Notes:
Inspired by Boys of Summer by AJ Fall.
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Empowerment

@cfiesler

“We had baked in right from the beginning
that you could post a work to the archive that
was a remix based on another fannish work.
As long as you gave credit, you didn’t neec
permission... | think that’s an example of
where the archive got a little bit ahead of
the broader community’s internal values.
That was a deliberate concerted decision
on our part.” - Naomi




Inclusivity & Openness

_%Archive of Our Own "

Fandoms BRrowse Search About

You are welcome at the Archive of Qur Own.

NO matter your appearance, circumstances, configuration or take on the world: if you enjoy consuming, creat'ng or commenting on fanworks, the
Archive is for you.

This archive is a permanent, panfandom place for fanworks, built by fans for fans. Whichever way you use the Archive, you're part of this, powering
it, shaping it through your use anc your feedback.

We, the Archive team, know that we won't get everything right on the first try, and we wcn't be anle to make everyone eqgually hapoy. But we strive
to find a gooc balance, and we promise 1o respectfully consider vour feedback and 1o take it seriously.

You are free to exprass your creativity within the few restrictions neaded to keep the service viable for other users. With servers in the United
States, we need to follow U.S. laws, but the Archive strives to protect your rights to free expression and privacy; you can read about the details in
our Terms of Service.

We know that there are somea essential parts that are still missing to make the Archive truly panfandom: tke ability to host fanwarks other than
text, an interface in languages other than English, and more ways fcr you 10 connect with 2ach other, to name Just a few. But with your supporrt,
we'll get there.

We are building this archive bacause we believe it's possible for people of all opinions and persuasions to come together and share with each other.

We are building this archive for you. Come be a part of it.
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Inclusivity & Openness

“The whole archive was designed from the
ground up with accessibility in mind. Everything
had to be accessible; otherwise it’s not added.
We had people with assistive technology
provide feedback.” - Betsy (dev)

“My mother has vision problems. There is
thought about that built into AO3 in a way
there isn’t into other websites. If more places

would be like AO3 and consider feedback the
Internet would be a better place.” - Mira (user)
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Inclusivity & Openness

A3 News

Previoss Pest

Spotlight on Translation

Publshed 201506-10 12:47.55 0480

Trarshatons iudl. Catali. Dansk Deutsey. Eipafol. ‘woml. E-ancals. Magear. Bahasa Indosesia Ltalians. #

O, Nederlands, Polsti, Portuqués brasilein, Portujuds euraper, Pycoxiin, Sventka

Tags: spotlight, 2015

@cfiesler

SPOTLIGHT ON TRANSLATICN

140 TRANSLATORS

—~—— TRANSLATED CVER
1,500000W0ARDS

IN 2,000
DOCUNENTS

AND 22 LANGUAGES SOFAR

Next Post

EIRSS Feed

[

27 Ap~ M8

Pl 4 by sble_chien

Creator Chose Not To Use Archive Warnings, Draco Malfoy/Harny Potter, Draco Malfoy, Harry Potter, Ron Weaslay, Harm one Crarger,
Iranslation

LG A, MFERFSIME A ZMERIPERT. HUNR NN RE R KRB, ERs—H8 ERRARLN——R, 15
AT@EREIET, FRLAMTLAEFIRTWE.
Lanquage: shs, Words: 421 Chapters: 1/1 Kudos: 2 Hits: 42

27 Ap~ M8

‘ Fern und Sicher by Ciradrana
The Hobbil (Jadsan Mavies)

8ilbo mache sich nie die Mdhe zu l2ugren, dass er vielleicht, ein bisschen, ein winzig kleines bisschen in Thorin vediebr ist. s ist nichts, das
hn hesonders start oder Drunrohigt. Wirklich, Froist sich riemlich sicher, dasx jeder vin kivines Flattern in der Drus: heg: for den Zwerg. Frise
ceeindruckenc und unerreichbar

Jnd es istwirklien senre viel sicherer, wean das auch genau <n blaibr,

Lanzuage: Deursch Wards: ARBGHI  Craprers: 44 Kudos: 18 Bookmarks: 1 Hirs: 207

26 Apr 1K

. Mathématiqne,/ NaremaTsrra by grasas
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Inclusivity & Openness

TagS @ k& Ceronical Search tags [ Most Popular Random
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Inclusivity & Openness

@cfiesler

Nrangling Fome
Wrangling Tools
Wranglers
Uscussion

Sexach Tags

New Tag

Jnsorted Tigs 6664

Merpeople

Works Beokmark: Ldit 0 Commmnts

Mistag delowgs % the AdIn al Tags Category. IT°s a COnmmen 1ag. You Can wee 1 w0 fiker works and 1o figer

200hmarcs

Parent tags (more gensral):

NO Faniom

Tags with the sam? meaning:

srrerpeople, Al hunans are merpeope , 350 mermaids, and al'o there e mermalds and mermatds, and
mames, Cicaluie =~ Mer Pouple, Svil Menmand, fislanen, HES A MERMAID, & rican sncnman, Frs 3onous
merpecpie skay, Mer Fok, Merify, Mer-falk, mertreature, Merrmad, Nereman, meifolk, merfolis, mermaid
- Freeform, Memnad and Siren love, Mermaid “etish, mermaid 4c, nermasd bink, memadisec, mermaid-
VErse, Mernaid:, Mermaas ANG Nermen, Memaios ar a ting, Memads a'e redl, Nermaas 1w Me manas
thae aren™ rsally mearade. nermaldde? . rvrmun. merman o Mermen . mermen aud mermaidde meemes?
Marmaads, Merpeopie Cultare, merpesople, Merrow, Nurdede , okay they are all nermasd;, sirela, There ae
some mermasds, thi mermand fic honsstly |kasd|fk, tums irto talking to mermasds, viriows charackers are
mermakds , el the boys are mermen, Whit do | gaisa tag ¢ tellyou it's mermaids, weh pretty murdeross
mefols, \RT

Meta tags:

Mrihicsl Bangs & Creatires

Sub tags:
Alternate Universe - Merneoghe
Nerlok
Uarman therock

Nermald il
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Inclusivity & Openness

“We knew that people called things by different
names... if you wanted to write a Buffy/Spike fic and
vou really wanted to call it Spuffy, we didn’t want to
stop you from doing that. Thinking about how you
manage creating tags for a potentially infinite universe
of source texts... and what people will want to say... is
where the tagging system came from.” - Michele (dev)
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Preservation

Fandom Platform Use over Time
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Fandom Platfol YAHOO! GEOCITIES

100

Dear Yahoo! GeoCities customer, Archives

We're writing to remind you that Yahoo! GeoCities, 0
community, is closing on October 26, 2009.

On October 26. 2009, your GeoCities site will no lon
no longer be able to access your GeoCities account
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Preservation

This video is no longer available due to a
copyright claim.

SOy about that.

@cfiesler 34
S



Preservation

Create account Log in
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Preservation

Open Doors

The Open Doors project is dedicated to offering shelter to at-risk
fannish content. We have several subprojects and rescue efforts
aimed at archiving and preserving different kinds of fanworks and
artifacts of fan culture.

Our work includes:

e Special Collections: The Special Collections Gallery includes
rescued archives and challenges hosted at the Archive of Our
Own, as well as digital projects which cannot currently be
integrated into the Archive or Fanlore. These include .pdfs,
multimedia fanworks, historically important fan sites, and other
digital artifacts.

e Fan Culture Preservation Project: A joint venture between the
OTW and the Special Collections department at the University
of lowa to archive and preserve fanzines and other non-digital
forms of fan culture.

e GeoCities Rescue Project: A project dedicated to preserving fan
sites which would otherwise have been lost through Yahoo's
closing of GeoCities in October 2009.

For more information, please visit the Open Doors website.
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->%’Archive of Our Qwn b gt

Fandoms Erowse Search About

| Successfully logged out.

Dashbuard
. 1
Profile Firefly's Glow
FrAQ)
Profile
Rules
Suocollections (0) Welcome to Firefly's Glow! This collection includes fanfction from the Firefly fandom.,
Firefly's Glow is open to new works of all Firefly pairings 2nd ratings.
Fandoms (13) I'he import of this archiva 10 the AO3 was approved by the O1\W Ogen Doors Committec on 29 July
2017
Works (111)
Bookmarks (38) Attention Authors: If you stll nave access to the amall you used o post your works to the archive,
: you shou!d have receivec an amail with the cpt on to cleim your works at the time they were importad.
Randam [tems If you du not have access to that ermcil account. or did nol receive the notification, please conlact the
People Open Doors Committae anc they can nclp you claim your works.
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Preservation

“A lot of people wanted the feeling, early on,
that they could just wipe out their fannish
identity in an instant if they had to. They
wanted to be able to disappear. Of course,
that becomes considerably more difficult on
the Internet in practice. Very frequently,
you wipe out entire swaths of a
community’s history with you.” - Naomi
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Dashboard
Profile

crphan_account |

Works (22834)
Series (14438)

Collecticns (19)

Gifts (18)
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Orphan

>% orphan_ account
f

Acoonnt

Fandoms

Homestuck (1742)
Sugernatural (1451)
Sherlock (1V) (1294)

One Direction (Band) (L233)
Teen Wolf (TV) (534)

Fxpand Fandoms List ~ Cellapse Fandoms List

Recent works

When Wolves Mate by orphan account 26 Apr 2016
B £ 3eniollosand Bire - Geoepe . R. Martin

Creator Chose Not 1o Use Archive Warnings, Jon Snow/Val/Ygritte

Language: Lnglisn Words: 13,955 Chapters: 2/2 Kudos: 1 Ihts: 167




Growing Their Own

"How are we going to get enough
people to not just build this thing,
but maintain it? ... We’re going to
have to grow our own.” - Naomi
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Growing Their Own

@cfiesler

‘| thought the archive was a great idea, |
wanted it to become a reality, and |
thought | would be able to help. | wanted
to learn Ruby on Rails but probably
wouldn’t have been able to learn on my
own. [AO3] gave me the possibility to
learn technical skills and in turn | would
help build the archive.”




Growing Their Own

“People are allowing you to fail and
make mistakes. They know that it’s a
labor of love. So they’re encourage you
to get better without being like ‘You’re
being terrible.” It’s a little more loving.”
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Growing Their Own

“Everyone involved in the running and creating
of the site has been there because they love it.
We’re not going to change something because we
think this will help advertisement. We’re not going
to change it because it helps a different feature of
the site that doesn’t involve fannish activity. It’s a
labor of love.”

@cfiesler



Thank you!

Co-Authors and Collaborators: Amy Bruckman, Cliff
Lampe, Shannon Morrison, Ben Shapiro, Rebecca Tushnet

Finally, thank you to everycne who participated, volunteered, or shared, because tis kind of
work isn't possible withoul awesome people L0 Lalk to. And you can al the link
at ~he top of this nast!
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