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If you like…

... you might also like!
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Librarians.
The Original Recommender Systems.
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Sometimes misinformation happens 
because  things are just hard.

Some things are hard for humans to judge
(and often, not their fault).

And sometimes things are really hard for
algorithms to judge, too.
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Printing Press MTA – Metro Library Archive – CC-BY-NC-SA 2.0 Carl Lieberman at Gnomon Copy – Klint Kanouse – CC-BY-NC 2.0
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“Bound by Law” by Aoki et al. CC-BY-ND-SA
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Fair Use (17 U.S.C. § 107)
1. The purpose and character of the use, including 

whether such use is of a commercial nature or is 
for nonprofit educational purposes;

2. The nature of the copyrighted work;
3. The amount and substantiality of the portion 

used in relation to the copyrighted work as a 
whole; and

4. The effect of the use upon the potential market 
for or value of the copyrighted work 
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Fair Use Misconceptions
• Non-commercial = fair use
• Blanket education exception
• Attribution as a fair use factor

Fiesler, Casey, and Amy S. Bruckman. "Remixers' 
understandings of fair use online." CSCW 2014.
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For vidding [creating fan videos], I [post to] my 
personal journal just because of the hassles of 
the copyright violations associated with 
vidding… because YouTube and sites like that 
have all those things where they can take down 
your video. Once YouTube took down one of my 
vids because of copyright violations. Just 
because I know that I’m not violating the 
law doesn’t mean that they know that… I 
really wish I could share with more people.

Fiesler, Casey, and Amy S. Bruckman. "Remixers' 
understandings of fair use online." CSCW 2014.
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Copyright law mostly causes problems for 
people in online creative communities.

Most of these problems boil down to 
information deficits.

And then the problems are even worse
because of misinformation.

Fiesler, Casey, Jessica L. Feuston, and Amy S. 
Bruckman. "Understanding copyright law in online 

creative communities." CSCW 2015.
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Let’s say that I want to use a photo of a 
celebrity in a piece of artwork. I realized 
(belatedly) that pictures of celebrities are 
copyrighted. I’m not planning to sell my 
work… just display it online. Is there any 
possible way to do this without 
committing copyright infringement?

Fiesler, Casey, Jessica L. Feuston, and Amy S. 
Bruckman. "Understanding copyright law in online 

creative communities." CSCW 2015.
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There really is no such thing as fair use.
If you use someone else’s property without 
their permission it’s called stealing. 

Fiesler, Casey, Jessica L. Feuston, and Amy S. 
Bruckman. "Understanding copyright law in online 

creative communities." CSCW 2015.
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This is a noble idea, 
but this is not how fair use 

and copyright work. It’s 
actually a textbook example 

of egregious copyright 
infringement.

not sure that this 
”copyright lawyer”     

understands that 
rewriting a published story 

is infringement



@cfiesler24 @cfiesler

YouTube Copyright School
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YouTube Copyright School

“You could get in a lot of trouble!
That’s how the law works!”
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“YOUTUBE, DO SOMETHING!!!”

Fiesler, Casey, Jessica L. Feuston, and Amy S. 
Bruckman. "Understanding copyright law in online 

creative communities." CSCW 2015.
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Hugo Awards 2012
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For vidding [creating fan videos], I [post to] my 
personal journal just because of the hassles of 
the copyright violations associated with 
vidding… because YouTube and sites like that 
have all those things where they can take down 
your video. Once YouTube took down one of my 
vids because of copyright violations. Just 
because I know that I’m not violating the 
law doesn’t mean that they know that… I 
really wish I could share with more people.

Fiesler, Casey, and Amy S. Bruckman. "Remixers' 
understandings of fair use online." CSCW 2014.
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http://www.motherjones.com/media/2016/11/fake-news-election-2016/
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Starbird, Kate. "Examining the Alternative Media Ecosystem Through the Production 
of Alternative Narratives of Mass Shooting Events on Twitter." ICWSM 2017.
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Q: Is the spread of misinformation via social 
media a technical problem or a social problem?

A: Both, but one is the more important problem, 
and the other is probably easier to solve.
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An algorithm will never be able to perfectly 
evaluate fair use.

Even a perfect algorithm will never be able 
to stop fake news.

Misjudgment is both a human and a 
technical problem and needs both 
human and technical solutions.
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What can we do?
• Better algorithms?
• ”Smarter” people?
• Librarian in your pocket?
• Human-in-the-loop?
• Algorithmic transparency
• Education
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With our powers combined…!
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www.caseyfiesler.com
caseyfiesler@colorado

.edu

THANK
YOU!


